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  Top 25% in each college (from student 
ratings) in both “learned a lot” and 
“spiritually inspiring” 

 March/April 2009: held focus groups with 44 
who responded to our invitation (mix across 
colleges) 

  Video-recorded these 1.5 hour discussions 
 Developed summary of their “hypotheses” 

about their success (and their 
disagreements) 



 March 2010 
  Sample of 1200 Sophomores and Juniors 
 451 useable responses (28%) 
 95% confidence level (+/- 3%) 
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Being an example and role model of someone who lives the 
gospel 
Being authentic and genuine 

Showing they believe in their students' potential 



Sharing spiritual thoughts, devotionals, scriptures, or hymns during 
class 
Continuing honest attempts at bringing in the gospel, even if 
awkward at times 
Being open to deviations from the lesson plan to address gospel 
topics or questions from students 



Item Importance Performance 

Showing they believe in their students' 
potential 1 4 

Being authentic and genuine 
2 3 

Being an example and role model of 
someone who lives the gospel 3 2 

Explicitly sharing their testimony on 
occasion 12 14 
Being open to deviations from the 
lesson plan to address gospel topics or 
questions from students 

13 13 

Continuing honest attempts at 
bringing in the gospel, even if awkward 
at times 

14 9 

Sharing spiritual thought, devotionals, 
scriptures, or hymns during class 15 12 

The #1 item on the actual performance was “Having rigorous intellectual 
standards.” This item ranked 7th on importance. 



Frequency Importance Ranking 

High Having	  rigorous	  intellectual	  standards	   7	  
High Being	  an	  example	  and	  role	  model	  of	  someone	  

who	  lives	  the	  gospel	   3	  
High Being	  authen:c	  and	  genuine	   2	  
Low Sharing	  personal	  experiences	  of	  reconciling	  

differences	  between	  their	  faith	  and	  intellect	  
when	  faced	  with	  difficult	  issues	  

9 

Low Being	  open	  to	  devia:ons	  from	  the	  lesson	  plan	  to	  
address	  gospel	  topics	  or	  ques:ons	  form	  
students	  

13 

Low Explicitly	  sharing	  their	  tes:mony	  on	  occasion	   12 

Low Sharing	  spiritual	  thoughts,	  devo:onals,	  
scriptures,	  or	  hymns	  during	  class	  

15 

Note: Although there is a good correlation between importance and frequency of 
an item, all items were rated positively for importance (above the midpoint) 
whereas these four low items were rated below the frequency midpoint. 



Activity Score (scale 1-5) 

Professors	  providing	  good	  examples	  of	  moral	  living	   4.6	  
Having	  opportuni:es	  for	  students	  to	  talk	  with	  professors	  about	  secular	  
theories	  outside	  of	  class	   4.1	  

Having	  discussions	  about	  how	  secular	  theories	  fit	  in	  with	  gospel	  concepts	   4.1	  

Prayer	   4	  

Sharing	  of	  personal,	  gospel-‐oriented	  experiences	  by	  the	  professors	   3.6	  

Invi:ng	  student	  insights	  pertaining	  to	  the	  gospel	  into	  the	  course	   3.5	  

Sharing	  one's	  tes:mony	   3.4	  

Limi:ng	  gospel	  discussion	  so	  there	  is	  more	  :me	  for	  the	  course	  topics	   3.4	  

Including	  gospel	  doctrine	  in	  lesson(s)	   3.3	  

Using	  scriptures	  in	  class	   3.2	  

Singing	  hymns	   2.8	  



Top four items: 
 Makes an effort to guide me in difficult 

assignments 
 Remembers my name 
 Makes him/herself available for 

consultations and help 
 Gives me clear, constructive feedback 



  “The gospel is the most important thing in my life, 
I think there really is no inappropriate time to 
share the gospel at an institution like BYU. We 
should take advantage of the opportunity we have 
to make the gospel an even larger part of every 
persons life.” 

  “I think that discussing the gospel in secular 
courses is important, but I don't like it when it 
dominates the classroom discussion. I need to learn 
about things in a secular way sometimes so I can 
relate to people who are not of my faith.” 



  “Spirituality is very important, but in the classroom it should take 
the back burner. In a class setting it is very easy to get off track, 
and bringing up spiritual things often makes it hard to get through 
the class material, which in school is more important.” 

  “Religious involvement of faculty can be a difficult balance. Some 
professors share religious experiences only a few times, but they 
do it in appropriate ways that allow students to feel the spirit. 
These few teaching moments can sometimes be more effective 
than constantly taking the time to work religion in to every lecture. 
There are many aspects of bringing religion into the classroom, but 
many of them just depend on the situation. I think that it is very 
helpful to begin every class with prayer. It does not take long, and 
it can allow the spirit throughout the lecture. However, I also think 
that many of the ways that religion can be included should be left 
to the discretion of the teacher to include as appropriate.” 



  Some felt uncomfortable praying before 
teaching a secular subject 

 Others felt they needed to pray to help 
them with difficult secular subjects 

  Some invite prayer every class; others 
pray only when they feel the need 

  Some pray personally before classes 



-  Students feel that these activities should be a 
part of a BYU non-religion course 
- Having discussions about how secular theories fit 

with gospel concepts 
- Having opportunities to talk with professors about 

secular theories outside of class 
-  Prayer 
-  Students strongly agree that professors should 

provide good examples of moral living.  



  .... I think that it is very helpful to begin every class 
with prayer. It does not take long, and it can allow 
the spirit throughout the lecture... 

  Some classes there is no time to have spiritual 
thoughts or talk a lot about the gospel- for 
example chemistry. But I love it when my teachers 
always begin with a prayer! It is so so helpful!!!! 

  If a teacher wants a prayer said in class, it should 
not be required or even asked of a student, ONLY 
volunteered. 

  I do not think non-religion classes should feel like 
they need to begin with prayer. 


